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The Pacific Northwest Wheat Quality Council (PNW-WQC) will hold its annual Collaborative Testing Program 
meeting.  This meeting is in conjunction with the Cereal & Grains Association PNW Section and PNW Falling 
Number Workshop. The meeting time and place is Tuesday, January 28th through Friday, January 31st, 2020 
at the Double Tree City Center in Spokane, Washington.  The Double Tree is located on the banks of the 
Spokane River next to the Falls of the Spokane.  Their address is 322 North Spokane Falls Court, Spokane, 
Washington 99201, 509-455-9600. 
 
Holding a combined meeting with the PNW C&GA section and the Falling Number Workshop has proven to 
produce a valuable forum for wheat quality issues in the Pacific Northwest.  With many facets of the wheat 
industry represented, from wheat variety development through final product production, interesting 
discussions have resulted from the synergy of viewpoints present.  Indeed, this meeting has helped shape 
the model of wheat quality in the Pacific Northwest.    
 
FYI, the American Association of Cereal Chemists International (AACCI) has changed its name to Cereals 
and Grains Association.   
 
Since we are again meeting in a northwest city the opportunity to gather many researchers and industry 
people interested in falling number issues presents itself.  Last year’s workshop organized by Dr. Kim 
Campbell and Dr. Camille Steber was a huge success.  They will organize another program for us in 
Spokane.  This will run from Tuesday afternoon, 1-5pm, on January 28th and Wednesday morning from 8-
11am.  For more information contact Dr. Kim Campbell, Kim.Garland-Campbell@ARS.USDA.GOV. 
 
On Wednesday afternoon, January 29th, tours of wheat & flour processing facilities in the area and points of 
local interest are being planned.  PLEASE indicate on the registration form if you are interested in 
participating in the tour.  Knowing how many people will attend helps immensely in planning.  The cost of 
the tour will be $50.  We will be touring a mix plant run by ADM Milling with other stops being planned.  
Typically, we gather at our hotel at noon to board the busses.  The tours last until about 5pm where we will 
have dinner at the historic Steam Plant restaurant in downtown Spokane, then back to the hotel by about 
7pm.  For questions or tour suggestions, please contact Doug Engle, Doug_Engle@wsu.edu.  
 
On Thursday, we provide a forum for wheat breeding and research programs in the region to share 
information on projects and issues of wheat research in the Western United States.  C&GA-PNW Section will 



then host a half day of technical presentations on wheat quality in the afternoon.  Student posters will also be 
on display during the meeting.  We will conclude the Thursday program with student posters being attended 
for one hour during the Sponsor’s Reception followed by the banquet. 
 
On Friday, the PNW-WQC will review quality characteristics of new wheat varieties.  Everyone is encouraged 
to attend all four sessions to broaden the scope of experience and ideas available for discussion.  The Friday 
program typically ends at about 2-3pm to allow for people to catch late afternoon flights.  The Double Tree is 
about 15 minutes’ drive to Spokane International Airport.  
 
Room reservations are to be made individually by the registrants.   The room rate is set at the prevailing 
government per diem rate of $108 per night single/ $118 double.  Our group code is PNWWQC2020.   
 
The more we know about how many people are attending the more responsive we can be in enlarging the 
room block.  The room block will come off for our event on Sunday, December 29th, 2019.  PLEASE 
BOOK EARLY.  If you wish to extend your stay, our conference rate room pricing will be offered, based on 
availability of rooms at the discount price, three days before and three days after the block nights of Tuesday 
January 28th through Friday, January 31st.  If you wish to extend your stay it is recommended to book early.  
Discount rooms are only available up to a certain percentage of occupancy of the hotel. 
 
Please note that the Double Tree has an early departure policy for those checking in under the 
conference rate.  If you leave earlier than your departure date established at check in a $50 Early Departure 
Fee is charged. 
 
Direct reservation line number is (800) 757-6131.  Please make reservations as early as 
possible as to make adjustments to the room block more effective.  The room block will be 
removed Sunday December 29th, 2019. 
 

Our group code is PNWWQC2020.  Our group reservation web page is: 
 
http://group.doubletree.com/PNWWQC2020 
 
Ground Transportation Options: 
The Spokane International Airport is located approximately 15 minutes from the Double Tree.  Ground 
transportation options are the fee-based hotel shuttle 509-455-9600 ($18 one way/$28 round trip) or other 
options such as Taxi, Uber or Lyft. 
 

Cooperators, the deadline for data submission this year will be Wednesday December 18th.  Data 
submitted before then will of course be greatly appreciated. 
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